21. (Amended) A method for identifying the presence of cancerous cells in a human sample 
wherein said method comprises] 

(a) determining the quarflity of hTERT mRNA in said sample and in a control sample 
of non cancerous cells b> 

(1) contacting R]4\ from said sample and said control sample with a pair of 
primers, wherein laid pair of primers consists of a first primer capable of 
hybridizing withiilexon 8 or downstream of exon 8 of the hTERT gene and a 
second primer caplble of hybridizing upstream of exon 8 of the hTERT gene; 

(2) amplifying the nucleic acid sequence; 

(3) measuring the feneration of amplification products; 

(4) determining thdlquantity of hTERT mRNA in said sample from the results 
obtained in step (3)Iand 

(b) identifying the presence |f cancerous cells in said sample if the quantity of hTERT 
mRNA in said sample is grelter than the quantity of hTERT mRNA in said control 
sample. 



Please a<^4 the follo wing new clai ms^ 



8. (New) The method of Clim 21, wherein said second primer is capable of hybridizing 
ithin exon 6 of the hTERT Jene. 



29. (New) The method of Clalu 21, wherein said second primer is capable of hybridizing 
within exon 7 of the hTERT glne. 



30. (New) The method of Claiyi 21, wherein said second primer is SYC1 1 18 (SEQ ID NO:5) 
or SYC1076 (SEQ ID NO:2). 

3 1 . (New) The method of Clair| 2 1 , wherein the first primer is capable of hybridizing within 
exon 8. 



32. (New) The method of Claing 31, wherein said first primer is SYC1097 (SEQ ID NO:4). 
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33. (New) The methodof Claim 21, wherein the first primer is capable of hybridizing within 
exon 9. I 

34. (New) The method of Clai^j^^erein the first primer is SYC1078 (SEQ ID NO:3). 

35. (New) The method of Claim 21, wherein the amplification reaction is a polymerase chain 
reaction. 

36. (New) The method of Claim 21, wherein step (3) is carried out using a probe that is 
complementary or substantially complementary to said amplification products. 

37. (New) The method of Claim 36, wherein said probe is selected from the group consisting 
of CS12 (SEQ ID NO:6), CS1 (SEQ ID NO:7) and CS3 (SEQ ID NO:8). 

38. (New) A kit for identifying cancerous cells in a human sample, comprising a pair of 
primers, wherein said pairlof primers consists of a first primer capable of hybridizing within 
exon 8 or downstream of (Icon 8 of the hTERT gene and a second primer capable of 
hybridizing upstream of e?|>n 8 of the hTERT gene and instructions for identifying cancerous 
cells. 

39. (New) The kit of Clain| 38, wherein said second primer is capable of hybridizing within 
exon 7 of the hTERT gene. 

40. (New) The kit of Claim|38, wherein said second primer is capable of hybridizing within 
exon 6 of the hTERT gene. 

41. (New) The kit of Claim |8, wherein said second primers are SYC11 18 (SEQ ID NO:5) 
or SYC1076 (SEQ ID NO:2)l 
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^©^T^)42. (New) The kit of &aim 38, wherein said first primers are SYC1097 (SEQ ID NO:4) or 
/sYC1078 (SEQIDNOp. 

43. (New) The kit of Cllim 38, further comprising a probe capable of hybridizing at a 
sequence encompassing lie exon 7- exon 8 splice junction. 

44. (New) The kit of Claim 38, further comprising a probe selected from the group consisting 
of CS12 (SEQ ID NO:6), CS1 (SEQ ID NO:7), or CS3 (SEQ ID NO:8) and instructions for 
identifying cancerous cells. 



45. (New) The kit of Claim 38, comprising a pair of primers SYC1 118 (SEQ ID NO:5) and 
SYC1097 (SEQ ID NO:4), a probe that is CS12 (SEQ ID NO:6) and instructions for 
identifying cancerous cells. 
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